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N A BEAUTIFUL

Sunday momming, |

Jan. 15, 1865, we |

were  in camp at !

Eastport, Tenn. Af-

ter passing through |

the last battle of |

Nashville, and, as |

we supposed, had

gone into Winter

guarters, I with oth- !

ers was detailed on |

fatizue duty, my

task being to cut a

small stump that |

stood in front of our |

quarters, and be- |

tween two rows of |

tents; but 1 never

cut the stump. However, I have always
regretied it, for if I had I would have |
been saved the awful suffering that 1 en- |
dured in a rebel prison. Being absent at
a spring for a bucket of water, another |
wac detailed in my place to cut the
gump, leaving me sulject to the next
detail, which ]-rm'cd to be one to escort |
a forage train of three six-mule teams
o po into the eountry on the road
soward Corinth to get lumber from an
old house to build officers’ quarters with.

There were 13 of us from my regi-
ment. We supplicd ourselves with guns
and ammunition ouly, thinking we
would be back before night, as we had
only about four miles to go.

We got into the waguns and started.
Not apprebending danger, only part of
as had our guns loaded, and none of us
had them capped, for fear of accident ‘
by jolting of the wagous. Nearly slll
the way the road was throngh open |
sountry. We were abont three miles
outside of our lines when we entered
the tituber and brush,

W hile riding along we were |

|
=5 CAVALEYMEX, |

FUEBPRIRED BY
who covered us with earbines and eom- |
manded us to balt and smrender. We |
the command, sprang from the
wagons to the ground, and most of us
threw down our guns. 1 think T was
the only one who aitempted to escape. |
Qur ecapnors all wore our uniform, so 1 |
took them to be bushwhackers and (hat

obeved

We Were BURPRISED BY THE IlEBS.
plunder was their object, and that if we |
fell into their hands we should be robbed |

1

"

TJJ# i -'-u:;-h'ri me to make a de perate |
effort to escape.  Looking for a chance, |
I saw at about 100 yardsdistant a large |
wk tree, with clear oronnd between me |
and the tree, 1 took iu the situation at

a glanee, and acted upon it at (;:;m}_‘.
.Kli;_'i:lille on the ground | made a break \

for that tree, thinking there would mot | and sleet pouring in torrents

likely be more than one of them follow
me, and if 1 was not stopped with a bul-
let before 1 reached the tree 1 might
possibly get the tree between me and fn}’
pursuer, and get a cap on my gun and
knock bim out of his saddle, take his
borse, and make good my escape.

It was & slim show. I think if I
bad a record of the time | made between
that wagon and tree it would beat that
of any fool racer on earth, and if fear
wag my motive-power 1 think 1 mast
have flown. 1 carvied my gun at trail in
my vight hand. As soon as I started
I HEARD MY PUESULLIS SHOUT “marnT'™
[ could hear the tramp of horses behind
me, and bullets winstled around me as
thick as hail ; but being in a great hurry
jugt then I had no time for halting.
\l{{'af‘ili“g the tree | jumped behind it
grasped my gon with my left hand and
lh_\' cap-box with my right, at the same
time lookine ap the muzzles of
three loaded carbines, and lcard the
authoritative command : “ Throw down
that gon, you Yankee v

This changed my plan of operation,
and I came to the conclusion it was not
safe or @ good time to cap a gon, but a
better time to obey orders, even if the
did come from a rebel, My eaptors dis-
mounted.

ill"f

They took what little money I Lad, and

Two of them went throuch |
me, while the third beld the lorses. |

ERIES.
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'l;im who hu borne the battle, and for his widow and orphans.”
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everything else of any value, even to ex-
changing clothing with me, so long as
any of them had anything of less value
than mine.

This line of procedure was kept up
with all of us until we reached Ander-
sonville in nearly a nude condition. As
soon as they completed their robbery,
which took but a few minutes, they
started me back to the wagons on dou-
ble-quick time, cut the harness from the
mules, and mounting us on them started
forthwith

ON DOUBLE-QUICK TIME
for Corinth, about 35 miles distant.

It was about 1 o'clock p. m. ILeav-
ing the main road we went a roundabout
way in order to avoid meeting Union
scouts. We had a hard ride over rough
ground, through timber and brush. We
forded many deep streams, some of them
o deep we had to swim. The mules
being thin and sharp-backed, you may
have an idea of how we enjoyed our ride
without saddles. Some of the boys got
off and drove their mules, running be-
hind until they were out of breath ; then
they would mount and enjoy the ride as
before.

About an hour after dark we came to
a plautation, where we were placed in
an old empty corn-crib, under strong
guard, to enjoy ourselves until morning.
Not having bad anything to eat since
our capture, our clothes scanty, torn,
and wet, our situation was truly horrible
that cold Winter night. Oh, it makes
me shiver even now to think how we

|suflered that dreary, cold night. But

this was only a foretaste of what was to
coIne.

The next morning the owner of the
plantation g
bread and bacon, which we ate with a
will, being about one-fourth as much as
our sppetites demanded; however, it
made us feel much better.

The old gentleman seemed to be a
good-hearted man, and said he would
like to have given us more, but being
raided by both armies, he was mnearly

After ovr licht breakfast
were arain mwounted on our mules
and started toward Corinth, where we

eaten oul.

WwWe

farrived im the afternoon.

We had been captured by Harvey's
gcouts, under command of Gen, Forrest,
At Corinth we were turned over to the
Sd and 9ih Tex. Cav., and puarded in
the loft of a wvacant store building.

i | lence we were treated as well as cir-

comstances would permit, but they were
VERY EHORT OF RATIONS
themselves, and could only give ue a

| small piece of corn-dodger and some

kind of very blue fresh meat. I never
learned whether it was sirloin of a mule
or OX.

We remained here all of the 17th
and until 9 p. m. of the 18th, during

| which time several other prisoners were

added to our number. Corinth at this
time had a very weak guard, and they
were in constant fear of Union scouts
It proved to be fear well founded. At
9 p. m,, a8 we were horizontally inelined
upon the floor, with our feet to a good
fire in an old fireplace, pickets and
goards came rushing in and cried :

“Pick up your tricks: the Yankees
are upon us and we will have to git.”

And we did—on double-quick at that.
We were

URGED BY LOADED CARBINES,

but, unfortunately for wus, the rebel
guards carried them.

The night was as dark as Hades, rain
They
marched us eight miles. We crossed a
bridge and went iuto camp in a piece
of timber, where we spent the night.
' We suffered very much from the cold.
' The rebs felt quite safe, as they had torn
|up the bridge after them, the stream
| being unfordable, they thought.
. But about 7 o’clock they discovered
that by some Yankee trick their pur-
| suers had erossed the stream, and Yan-
kee “ pills™ were whistling a lively tune
| through our camp. They had three
' mule teams they had captured from us,
loaded with corn and hides. What

i
|
|
|

|
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ALL DAy Loxa.
. they intended to do with those hides I
| pever did find out.

The mules were hitched to the wagons
‘and guards were in the saddles in a
very short time. They started us on a

. |
rave us each a piece of corn- |
| Shout aloud, Hosanna to the glory of the Lord!

|

dead run, and put two of their men on
each wagon to throwing off corn and
hides. Oh, didn’t they work lively and
the drivers shout soothing epithets at
the mules! That was the most unwilling
race I ever ran. We marched what
they ealled 30 miles, but it seemed to
be 100. 'We had nothing to eat all
day. It was cold and cloudy, and
rained just enough to keep us wet. - 'We
were guarded in an old log house that

night, which had a fireplace. We made
a good fire, We were comfortable, but

very tired and hungry.
(To be conlinued.)

THE RED, WHITE, AND BLUE.

BY RICHARD E. DEAN, E[OUX CITY, I0WA.
I stand and I gaze on our flag flying there;
I study ench tint and each hue;
I see in the red the blood of the brave
Who bled for the Red, White, and Elue,

I stand and I gaze on the siara shining bright,
That the artist has painted so true;

They shone on the dead and the dying alike,
Who fought for the Red, White, and Blue.

I see in the white of the flag fiying there,
The flag that ia waviug o'er you,

The light of edueation and learning so free
In the land of the Red, White, and Blue,

There's another dear color 1 see in the fag;
It tells of the loyalty true,

The uniform blue of the boys brave and true,
Wheo died for the Red, White, and Blue,

Oh, had I the skill of an artist to paint
The scenes that our fiag lins prssed through,
I'd shiout with each wave of the brush I would
mnake,

Hurral for the Red, White, and Blue!

Hurrah for the stars and hurrah for the siripes!
Hurrah for the old Union too?

Hurrali for the red and hurrah for the whitel
Hurrah for the Red, White, and Blue!

e e ——
A HYMN OF PEACKE

BY C. E. MERRIFIELD, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

He has opened wide the fountain with His grace
snd merey stored ;
The shackles of the bondman have been cleven by
the sword,
And we go marching on.
Glory, glory, hallelujah!
Glory, glory, hinllelujuli!
Glory, glory, halleiuj«h!
Praise God, we're mnrching on.

He has purified the Nation from the corse of slavery,
He has given u=the promise of the Son on Calvary,
He has glorified our country and forever made it
free,
As we go marching on.

Glory, ete,

Peace and p'enty reignelh now throughout our
happy land,
And In Union now the States together firmly stand;
Then away with strife nud discord! let us go band
in hand,
A= we go marching on,
-

A DEAR OLD GIRL'S SOLILOQUY,

BY THOMA® CALYER,

I wonder, oh, 1 wonder

If little fishi would bite
If 1 should go a-f<hing

And fish with all my might!
Or il » caow, with eves wo hrown,

Would piteh me in the brook,
Or land me nicely, upside down,

Iu some quiet, cosy nook:

1 wonder, o, I wonder!

I wonder, ah, 1 wonder,
Shonld I a-hunting go,
If peaple would think it ill-bred
To get u little doe!
Or il 1 got a great, big bear,
Would they their shoulders shrug,
Aud ssy thnt 1 eonld only care
For sometbing thnt eould bug?

1 wonder, oh, 1 wonder!

I wonder, oh, I wonder,
If 1 a-cyeling went,

If ervel tongues would any that T
To eatch n man was bent!

Or il my sockiong part shounld show,
If nnughity men would gria,

And say iy bait to eateh n beau
Was very much too thin:

1 wounder, oli, I wonder!
= 1

The Priestly Origin of Selence.
[ Herberl Spencer, in the Pupular Science Monilly.]

Save eome knowledge of medieinal herbs
and special animal producta, with perhaps a
little information about migerals, often
juined with, such observations of weather-
sigus as enables thein to foresee coming
changes, and so, apparentiy, to bring rain or
gunshine, there is little to be named as rudi-
mentary science among the medicine-men,
or quasi-priests, of savages. Only when
there has arisen that settled life which
yields facilities for investigation and for
trapsmitting the knowledge pained, can we
expect priests to displiy a character ap-
proaching to the scientific,. Hence we may
pas« at once to early civilizations.

Evideuce from the books of Ancient India
may first be set down. Demonstration is
yielded by it that science was originally a
part of religion. Doth astronomy and medi-
cine, says Weber, “received their first im-
pulse from the exigencies of religious wor-
ship.” More specific,as well as wider, is the
following statement of Dr. Thibaut:

“The want ol gome rule by which to fix
the right time for the sacrifices gave the
first impulse to astronomical observations;
urged by this want the priest remained
watching night after night the advance of
themoon * * * and day after day the
alternate progress of the sun toward the
poith and the south. The laws of phonetics
were investigated because the wrath of the
gods followed the wrong pronunciation of a
single letler of the sacrificial formulas;
grammar and etymology had the task of
securing the right understanding of the boly
texin”

Further, according to Dutt, “geometry
was developed in India from the rules for

the construction of altare.”
—

An MAonest Lawyer,

A Somerset, (Me.) man got out of a serions
financial tix in an odd way recently. He
became insolvent, and in order {o secure the
services of a lawyer offered as a fee a life-
insurance policy on a man in Boston. It
was a straight life-policy, with no surrender
value, The bankrupt had lent money to a
young man many years before, and had
taken the life-insurance policy as security.
The young man refused to pay the pre-
miums after a while, but the holder kept
the policy in force.” The lawyer took the
rather-dubious fee. Ahout two weeks later
word came from Poston that the man in-
sured was dead. The lawyer collected the
several thousand dollars, and, though legally
entitled to the whole sum, he merely de-
ducted his fee and paid over the remainder
to the bankrupt, who was able with it to

—_— e

settle up with his creditors and get a little
start again,

IN THE THICK OF IT

What the Iron Brigade Experienced
in the Old Dominion.

NEWS FROM McCLELLAN.

- —

Hatch Takes the Place of Augur

in Command.

—_— e =

THE RETROGRADE

—_— . —

Army Safe within the Defenses

of Washington.

.

BY B FE. COANDLER, 728 ERAST FIFTEENTH
SETREET, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,

I—(continued).
HILE IN THIS

camnp some of the
boys shot a steer be-
longing to a farmer.
While we were mak-
ing preparations to
cook some of the
meat, a cavalryman
came quietly into
camp and informed
us that the owner of
the steer had report-
ed the matter to Gen. MeDowell, and
that a squad of cavalry would probably
make us a call in the course of an hour
or two.

Well, we hustled that meat, still warm
with the animal heat, into a half-barrel,
and took it out imto a grove of jack-
pines whose branches started out near
the ground. After propping up the
branches we dug a bole and buried the
meat ; and when those cavalrymen from
McDowell’s escort appeared at our camp
we were as innocent as a “passel” of
school-children.

They went through our Sibley tents,
but of course found no meat. Before
they left, one of them whispered that
probably they would visit us again about
gupper-time. True to his word, they
made us another visit later in the day.
When we dug that meat out the next
morning, it would kill at 40 rods. We
covered it up, ana if that particular
tree has

OUTSTRIPPED ITS FELLOWS
since the war, it ig ~wing to the fertiliz-
ing it received frou that meat.

IL

On the morning of the Tth we moved
our camp to Front Royal, and on the

Oth we boarded the cars for Alexandria, |

where we took a barge for Aquia Creek.
Here we were engaged in building ware-
houses, repairing the railroad, and re-
building the bridge at Frederickshurg,
the center portion having been swept
away by high water.

During this time MeClellan had ad-
vanced up the Peninsula, feeling bhis

Gex. Joux Porr

way cautiously along, fighting the se-
rics of battles that culminated in the
“Seven Days’ Fight,” in which he made
the “ change of base ™ from the swamps
of the Chickahominy to the protection
of his gunboats at Harrison’s Landing,
on the James River.

Meanwhile, Maj.-Gen. John Pope, who
had achieved a brilliant victory in the
capture of Island No. 10, in the Missis-
gipp! River, had been ordered East and
placed in command of the troops com-
manded by McDowell, Fremont and
Banks, together with all minor detach-
ments which were stationed in and
around Washington.

The command was known as the
“Army of Virginia,” and was expected
to advance overland toward Richmond,
forming a junction with MecClelian, at
the same time to keep ever in mind the
safety of the Capital.

Gen. C. C. Augur, who had been in
command of our brigade since early
Spring, was assigned to the command of
a division, leaving us the latter part of
June, Gen. Hateh taking command of
the brigade in his place.

The Engineer Corps again boarded
the train for Aquia Creek July 11, when
we took the stepmer Jennie Lind for
Alexandria, arriging at dark. The next
morning, while fe were lying around
under the openfshed that formed the
cover to l.hewhaﬂ'. a small steamer came
up and \

" UNLOADED SEVEN BARRELS,
after which they east off' their lines and
steamed away in the dircction of~Wash-
ington.

I don’t know how the impression got

out that those barrels were intended for
ug, but I knowsuch an impression did pre-
vail at the time, and before the bubbles
had ceased to rise from the splash of the
steamer’s paddle-wheels those seven bar-
rels were issued to the seven details of
which the Engineer Corps consisted.

On being opened they were found to
be what the sutlers used to sell as ginger-

snaps. They were a *snap” to us, and
'we speedily transferred them to our
| haversacks, at the same time feeling truly
thankful that Uncle Sam considered it
necessary to our health to issue ginger
to us in such a palatable form.

When we had cleaned out everything,
except a few at the bottom of one of the
barrels, a hooked-nose member from one
of the Palestine “ deestricts,” came witha
guard of one man to place over the bar-
rels, and when he found his goods gone
his anger was intense. He threatened
the whole lot with arrest “if we didn’t
gif up dem snaps,” but our train backed
down about that time, and as we pulled
out for Manassas we left the lone guard
gitting on a barrel quietly munching
away at the few remaining snaps.

We remained at Manassas Junction
a few days, the time being occupied in

the place where the Alexandria and
Warrenton pike crosses that stream.
July 19 we went by rail to Warrenton,
which is off the main line to the right,
being connected by a “Y” at Warren-
ton Junction.

Our time was occupied until the 30th
building a bridge across Broad Run a
few miles east of Warrenton. On the
30th, after loading our construction
tools into wagons, we went to Sulphur
Springs, where we proceeded to erect
towers for a suspension bridge acrose the
Rappahannock, but after waiting three
days for the cables to arrive from New
York we were informed they could not
be sent. So we took down the towers,
procured ¢ logs, built two cribs in the

GexERAL OrRDER No. 5.

river, filled them with stone, and erected
a log bridge, which was 101 feet and six
inches in length.

At the Springs we found two large,
four-story buildings, with innumerable
cottages, while at the foot of a decline
in the rear was the spring which made
' this place

FAMOUS AS A HEALTH RESORT.

After completing the bridge we started
by wagon-road for Culpeper Courthouse,
passing through that quaint old town
Aug. 9, the day of the battle of Cedar
Mountain. After proceeding about five
miles, and when within sound of the
battle, we were ordered to retrace our
steps, and went into camp mnear Cul-
peper.

Gen. Pope, in assuming command of
the army, had issued a series of Generai
Orders, one of them being to the effect
that we should study the probable lines
of retreat of our foes and leave our own
to take care of themselves, bidding ue to
look ahead and not behind, success and
glory being in advance and shame and
disaster lurking in the rear. The latter
proved too true when Jackson whipped
around in our rear a few days later and
destroyed our vast store of supplies at
Manassas Junction.

His General Order No. 5 was to the
effect that the army would, as far as
practicable, live off' the country, giving
prescribed rules for obtaining subsist-
ence. l'o use a slang phrase, the order
was “nuts” to the boys; every hen-
roost, smokehousze and cellar stored with
applejack and peach brandy being laid
under contribution by the soldiers.

During the afternoon of the 9th we
could hear cannonading from the direc-
tion of Cedar Mountain, and later in the
day news came that Banks, who was in
command, was driving the enemy toward
the fords of the Rapidan; but later re-
ports showed that he had “bitten off
more than he could chew,” and had to
fall back behind Cedar Run.

Gen. Augur, who commanded a divis-
ion in this battle, was wounded in the

SHOT A STEER.

side while rallying his men. The
wounded from the battlefield of Cedar
Mountain were brought to Culpeper, and
occapied a church used for a hospital.
Several of our boys went over there
and belped dress their wounds There
was a Lieutenant up in the gallery who
asked me if I would help him attend to
his wound. * He said he had not called
on any of the Surgeons, as they were

building a bridge across Bull Run at |

WORSE CASES THAN HIS.
I told him I was at his serviee, and
' asked him where Le was wounded.

“About half way around me,” hesaid. 1
thought it a queer deseription of a wound,
but when he had removed his blouse and
shirt I saw at once he had described it
as it was. A ball had struck one of the
brass buttons of his blouse, which caused
it to glance, striking one of the left ribs;
this it followed round to the back-bone,
where it lay just under the skin. The
track of the ball was plainly marked by
a dark purple line, about an inch and a
half in width, extending from where the
ball entered to where it stopped.

I cut a slit over the ball and it drop-
ped out in my hand, after which I cut
three ovenings in the track of the ball,
so the wound would discharge. His
shirt and blouse were stiff with blood,
which had become quite offensive to the

each, I soon had him fixed up in good
shape. He told me his name, company,
and regiment at the time, but as I failed
to make a note of it it was soon for-
gotten. Two or three yeaas ago I had
published in Tue Nariovarn TrIBUNE
an account of the affair, in order to
ascertain the name of the wounded
officer, and to what regiment he belonged.

In due time I received a letter from
some comrade saying if I would write to
Maj. Moses Veale, of Philadelphia, Pa,,
I could learn all about my wounded
Lieutenant.
Lieut. Lewis W, Ralston, Co. A, 109th
| Pa,, who was afterwards promoted till
finally he became Licutenant-Colonel of
I'his regiment, and was mustered out of
| the service at the close of the war as
' such.

Maj. Veale wrote that they were near
‘each other in the charge, and that
| Lieut. Ralston

FELL, MORTALLY WOUNDED,

as he supposed. He (Veale) stopped to
bid him_good-by when he passed on in
the charge, but was wounded and cap-
tured and #ent to Riclimond, where he
was kept several months, but was finally
exchanged and came North, when he
learned of the good fortune of his friend
and the peculiar nature of his wound.
Maj. Veale said Col. Ralston had b en
dead several years.

The morning of the 11th we went to
the top of Pony Mountain, about two
miles southeast of Culpeper, to fell the
trees in order that the Sigual officers
migh: hnvwan anobstrueted view from
their station, which was built near the
tops of three tall treces. About 4 p. m.
we broke camp and moved toward
Cedar Mountain. About 10 p. m. we
encountered a body of troops which
were moving on a road that joined ours
from the south. It proved to be the
First Brigade of King's Division, which
had just arrived from Fredericksburg,
and it was not long before the boys were
with their companies greeting their old
comrades.

We bivouacked necar the scene of the

His Horse FELL.

battle, where we remained several days.
Our time was occupied in building
bridges and signal-stations till t* after-
noon of Aug. 18, when we broké camp
and started for Culpeper, which proved
to be the beginning of the retrograde
movement of the Army of Virginia.
We reached Culpeper about dark, where
we found every street full of wagons of
the various armies which had concen-
trated at that point.

Besides the town being one hetero-
geneous mass of vehicles there were
acres of wagons parked at different
places around town. We remained
there during the night, sleeping
wherever we could catech a nap. It
hegan to rain in the night and econ-
tinued till near noon of the 19th.
There was a stream just to the east of
town, which had to be forded, so [
posted myself there to wait till our train
came along.

Soon Gen. McDowell rode up to the
ford to push the thing alonz. Every
team of four or six mules that came to
the ford would stop and drink, which
took time.

As soon as MecDowell took in the
situation he procured

A LARGE “BLACK-sNAKE" wurp,
and sat there on his horse, and on every

'smell, and as I had an extra one of

I found the officer was |

——.—-:’
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‘ but when teams of other trains came to
the ford they would pay no attention to

| the General, supposing him to be &
wagon-master, or at most a Quartermage
ter.

One fellow I remember in particular,
one of Sirel’s Dutchmen, stopped to let
his mules drink, when MeDowell began
to lay on black-snake, whereupon
the Dutchman eommenced swearing st
him. At this the General brought the
whip around the man himself, who was

‘aittiug astride his nigh-wheel mule.
This so enraged the fellow that bhe
jumped from the mule into the water,

! and made for the General with the butt
end of his whip, saving he would “al-

{ low no tam wagou-master to hit him

| mit a whip.”

|
the

FORDING THE STREAW.
Instantly McDowell threw back his
poncho, exposing to the fellow’s
| the grouped buttons and the double-
| stars of a Major-General. It was amus-
Dutchman’s face. I

| ing to see that

Iduu‘t think it took him 10 seconds to

| I am satisfied in my own mind that
| bad not McDowell or some other gen-

mount his mule and get out of there.

eral officer remained there to push mat-
ters a part of that immense train would
have been captured.

We followed the line of the railroad,
REACHING THE RAPPANANNOCK RIVER
late in the day, crossing on thg raile
road bridge, while the wagon-train forded

the stream a few rods below.

On the night of the 20th we built a
bridge across the river about 80 rods
above the railroad bridge, completing it
by daylight the following morning.
This bridge was 160 feet long, built in
water seven feet deep, which depth was
caused by a dam just above the rail-
road bridge, which furnished power for
a large new flour mill which stood om
the east bank of the river.

As soon a3 the bridge was completed
one of our batteries crossed over and
went into pesition and began shellin
the enemy, who in return responded,
their shells passing over our heads.

On Saturday, the 23d, we demolished
the railroad bridge. There was a bat-
tery of brass 12-pounders situated on &
knoll near by that fired a number of

| solid shots into the hrii_lge, but the most

of their firing was at the enemy, whe
were trying to advance aund save the
bl'ill:,"ﬂ'_

A number of uz were deployed along

the river bank, with orders to keep up
a constant firing at any who might be
seen approaching the bridge. When we
were recalled I bad three cartridges lefs
out of 40,

During the afternoon there were sew-
eral showers, which served to quiet mate
ters on both sides of the river while they
lasted. Between a couple of these show-
ers a brigade of the enemy emerged from
a piece of timber and moved to our lef,
making for the river at a point below
us. As they were crossing an open space
our battery opened on them,

DROUPPING THEIR SHELLS

directly in their ranks, where they ex-
ploded, killing and wounding a number
at each shot. But those unhurt closed
right up and moved forward as though
nothing had happened,

About 4 p. m. our battery withdrew,
also all of our men, with the exception of
Lieut. Kennedy, another man (a citizen,
who was foreman of the carpenter work),
and myself, and just as we were about to
leave a heavy thunder shower came w
forcing us to seek shelter in the mill

Rerarrixe BorpGes.

While there the bridge which we had
constructed three nights before came
down over the dam and lodged _
the wreck of the railroad bridge, which
soon,gave way and all went together.
We remained bere till the rain was
over, when, in obedience to the Lieuten~

team that entered the ford he would
ply the whip till they were out on the |
other bank. He was protected from
the rain by a poncho, which eovered any |
insignia of his rank that he wore. |

There were the trains of Poje, Sigel, '
Reno, Stevens, Augur, Ricketts, MeDow- |
ell, Banks, and I don’t know who else,
all jammed and crowded together;
wagons enough, when on the mave, to |
reach 30 or 40 miles, and perhaps
farther.

All the teamsters belonging to the
armies which bad been with MeDowell :
knew him, and when he intimated that |

it would not do to bleek the train they |

bugy with

took the hint and lashed up their mules;

ant’s orders, the mill was fired and we
left. At the same time the enemy o

fire on us from one of their batteries
aeross the river.

There was a good deal of controversy
duving and after the war in regaxd to
the nature of the missiles that the Con-
federates fired from their guns. 1 know
what they fired at me that aftersoon as
I was loping up the track toward Beal
ton Station. 1 heard an unearthly noige
within six feet of my right side, and
then somethine struek in the ditch at
the side of the track about two rods
ahead of we, throwing up a shower of
mod and red elay, after which it started
oil up the track huutil.lg for another




